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Sir, 

UArmo always felt a deep intereflt in the welfare of thiaoui 
natire country — and being under the firm canvictioa that its 
agricultural interests have been too much neglected, especially 
the growing of bread corn ; and that a fatal dependance on 
other countries for that essentia) article would eventually draw 
from us ail our monies, and bring the whole province to a state 
of penury, a melancholy event which every day's eiperience 
teaches us has now arrived. And being, with you, placed in a 
situation where it becomes our duty both to t|iink and act, on 
any important subject which interest our country, 1 have de- 
termined not to remain an idle specUrtor and brood over our mis- 
fortunes, but have presitmed to write my idea on the subject, 
and to ofTer a scheme for our reliM, which I have taken th« 
liberty to inscribe to you, thouglyl confess it is writteo in a 
very bad style of composition ; thft may be attributed to th« 
want of an academical educationi and I must beg those who 
feel a disposition to criticise my won, to be a little charitable, 
and to take into consideration that 1 ^as bom more than half 
a century ago, here among the woods, when we had neither 
schools, roads, horses nor carts, which Inust plead my excuse 
for inaccuracies in writing. Our population was then about 
, fiv« hundred, which is now increased to tbree thousand, and 
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being by their suffriges appointed to represent tbem in the 
General Assembly, perhaps a too ardent zeal for their in- 
terest and future welfare, as well as the future prosperity of 
the whole people of the province, may have caused me to write 
rather presuinptuouBly. 

Nearly eight years ha?c elapsed since I first met you at the 
House of Assembly, where I always found you a warm friend to 
the agricultural jnteresl, and on that subject we have acted in 
concert. It may be by some supposed a little singular, as my 
constituents are mostly engaged in the fisherieii, ~that I should 
take an active part in behalf of agricultdral pursuits. But I 
think every representative bught to take into consideration the 
well established maxim, that he is both interested with the 
' interest of bis constituents, and, the general interest of his coun- 
try ; and where they clash, the local interest must give way to 
the general good. And feeling an anxiety to become instru- 
mental in prevailing on the country, to adopt some ivell digested 
system, for the encouragument of growing our own bread, and 
thus reclaim ourselves from a state of dependance ; I com- 
menced writing on the present state of the province, and intend- 
ed only a short epistle esplanatory of my views; but as I pro- 
ceeded I found so many different interests — causes and effects, 
to enquire into — that I could only give an abridged statement, 
and left the subject sufficiently prolific, to furnish both matter 
and importance, on which more able pens may write volumes. 

I am, Sir, with the highest esteem and consideration. 
Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

JOHN HOMER. 

BA&aiNQTON, SStb Oct. 1634. 
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SKETCH, &.C. 



Since the Bettlement of this province by the British, perhsps 
there never was a period when complainta of hard times, scarci- 
ty of money, stagnation of trade, bankruptcies, loss of confidence 
among merchants, and all the evils attendant on a general embar^ 
rasament, vrere so prevalent and universal as the present. 

A melancbol; gloom seems to pervade and hang over the 
whole counlrj. The origin of these difficulties is by many at- 
tributed to Banking, and over-trading, bj whom it is alledgcd that 
the Halifax Bank having heen liberal in their isenes of paper 
money, induced joungmen with little or no property to enter into 
trade, live ettravagantly, pay high rents, and make extensive and 
wild speculations on their bank credit, which in many instances 
proved unsuccessful, whereby they were not able to make good 
their payments, and consequently ended in ruin. 

Likewise those who were concerned in foreign trade, particu- 
larly that to the West Indies, may have been led to entend their 
business npon a larger scale than they otherwise would have done ; 
and we see those who were managing with the strictest econo- 
my, and apparently doing well, could not withstand their inisfor- 
tunee, and were obliged to surrender. ' 

Where there is commerce, bankruptcies will occasionajly occnr, 
and perhaps the unprecedented number of failures which havo 
taken place at Halifax within the last twelve months, may he 
partly attributed to the before mentioned causes, partly to the 
unfavourable state of the West India trade. But more especi- 
cially to the want of a market for the home cargoes, originating 
from the great scarcity of money, or inability of the people to pay 
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for those necessary articles which heretofore made part of their 
faniilyexpenditure, and which taken culIectiTeJy, WR5 the great 
eoDSumplion of Waat India produce, purchased with fish cargoes, 
the product of th& industry of thia Province. , When the outward 
cargoes had apparently aold well, and were invested in produce—^ 
say sugar, molasaes, coffee, cocoa, and rum ; in coneequence of 
the progressive and increasing scarcity of money, the country 
coi^umptioR gradually dwindled away — and the demand, bo rery 
iinlited, that the homeward cargoes were often attended with 

Merchants entangled in trade oflen meet with partial and some- 
times severe losses, having their property floating in dffierent 
directions, still cherishing a hope that some of their speculations 
may prove fortunate and extricate them from their present difE- 
culliea, until they get so far involved, any severe check will 
cause them to give up to their creditors. 

Hence those merchants whose interest^ were so Grmly inter- 
woven with the general interests of the country, and whose mis- 
fortunes have in a great measure proceeded from the same cause 
of prevailing distress, oilght by every charitable and reflecting 
mind to be viewed with sympathy and commisseration, rather 
than censure. It is not only the merchants and those engaged 
in trade, who are embarrassed by the preeent state of affairs ; 
all classes of men, the farmer, the fisherman, the mechanic, the 
common labourer, are all severely distressed by the deplorable 
slate of the times; likewise landed property within five years has 
fallen in value perhaps nearly one half, and the tonnage belonging 
to the country, either merchant or fishery vessels, will eel] for but 
little more than one half of their first cost. I am aware of its 
being a thankless office to depict the poverty and necessities of ' 
our country ; but before applying a specific remedy, we ought 
to probe the ulcer to the bottom. We have also a prevailing spe- 
cies of idle extravagance, which operates very much tfgainst 
the prosperity of the yeomanry of this province; fathers have 
been too ibnd of making gentlemen of their eons, and those 
sons in return have been too apt to despise the vocation of their 
fathers ; engage in traffic or some other business which they 
suppose less laborious and more respectable, but with which 
perhaps they are ' unacqi|ainted ; and not possessing capital, 
any bad speculation or untoward event involves them in dif- 
ficulties, which perhaps terminate in their ruin, when all 
their golden dreams are turned into mortification ; and when too 
late, sincerely regret they had thought so lightly of the humble 
though honest and honorable pursuits of their fathers. Banking, 
over trading, pride and extravagance, are partial evils which will 
work their own cure. 

But from the niojt demonstrative evidence I am firmly con- 
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vinced, and give it as mf soleoiQ opiaion, that the first, great- 
eat, and mostgalling evil, and grand cause of all our dJEttess, 
arises from the unfortunate circumstance of having bo long al- 
lowed ourselves to remain dependant on other countries for most 
of the bread we consume ; to elucidate this fact I must go back 
to the first settlement of the country. While Nova-Scotia re- 
mained in possession of the French, the Acadians raised their 
own bread corn ; in the interval of time which elapsed belweea 
the year seventeen hundred and fort; nine, and the commence- 
ment of the American Revolution, white the now United States 
were then under the British government, and consequently a fine 
trade existed without duties or exactions of any description be- 
tween this promc^ and all parts of that country ; the bread then 
consumed here was purchased with the productions of the pro- 
vince, such as dry and pickled fish, oil, furs, &c. There are 
here some of the oldest inhabitants, who well remember when it 
was a common practice for the fishing vessels of this place to 
load cargoes of dry and pickled fish, and go iu the winter sea- 
son up the rivers of Carolina and Virginia, there retail it in bar- 
ter for indian corn, hams, pork, hog's lard, and other provisions 
the produce of that country, and return in the spring. 

The first English settlers on the north coast of this province 
gave great attention to the growth of bread corn ; they sowed 
their wheat in confidence, and their hopes were realized by plen- 
tiful crops; but the several circumstances which hare hereto- 
fore operated against the culture of that most essential article, 
with the great competition it met with from the free introduction 
of the bread stuffs of the United State?, has gradually had a ten- 
dency to dissuade the decendants of those first settlers from_ 
raising grain, until the thing is by some so far forgotten that 
they begin to doubt the capability of their lands to grow wheat. 
At Yarmouth, on the western extremity of the province, for_many 
years %heat grew exceedingly well and seldom failed of a good 
crop ; I have been told by some of the the old Acadians at Eel 
Brook, in the township of Argyle, that on a dyke which they 
made there about fifly years ago, they raised forty bushels per 
acre for several successive years ; when the land became ex- 
hausted, the crop fell short until they were obliged to relinquish 
the pursuit altogether. During the American revolution the 
peoplelin some parts of this province were at times much distres- 
sed fbnbread ; at the termination of that war the great number 
of loyalists and disbanded soldiers who came to this country ad- 
dl(d much to its wealth and population, and put into circnlation 
a great deal of money ,' hardly had they got themselves snugly 
settled when they found the province lamentably destitute of re- 
■ sources, and that they were dependant on the very country they 
had 'eft for the bread they consumed ; ma^y of those loyalists 
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Were nien eDtirel; unacquainted with a iiew couhtry, sotnA 
weDt to the West ladies, others to Canada, and others returned , 
to the United States. The disbanded soldiers mostly remained, 
and their decendants are now incorporated with the respectable 
yeomanry of the coontry ; during the peace which existed be- 
tween the American and French revolution, the American go- 
vernment were content with a small duty on the productions of 
Pfova-Scotia ; bilt little inconvenience was felt in puichasing 
our bread from that country. But the continual drain on the 
smalt resources of the provirtce to pay for the American flour, and 
other bread stuff, caused a gradual and increasing scarcity of 
money ; and for a few years previous to the commencement of 
that war, the times in thisprOvince were very similar to and wore 
the same gl<>bmy aspect as the present In seventeen hun- 
dred and ninety three the population was about one-fifth of the 
f resent number, with no foreign commerce except a small West 
ndia trade ; however, from that period to the year eighteen 
hundred and fifteen, the inhabitants were progressiTely increas- 
ing in wealth ; the long war which Great Britain sustained against 
France and other European powers, made it requisite to keep 
a respectable force on the Nova-Scotia and West India stations. 
The doch-yard here was placed on the war establishment, the 
expenditure of the army and navy, the many valuable prizes 
captured from the enemy and sold at Halifax ; the ready market 
for our fisb in the British West Indies, likewise for Plaister Qf 
Paris in the United States, the great demand and high prices for 
fresh beef, vegetables, hay, and every other kind of country 
produce, all seemed to co-operate in bringing wealth into the 
country. Thus the continual influx of money during a twenty 
years' war literally surcharged the province with the precious 
metals ; every man's pocket was lined with cash. ~ The farming 
class felt the happy effects of this state of things, and turned 
their- attention to grazing, raising vegetables. At the time of 
the long embargo in the United States, which continued from 
the twenty second December eighteen hundred and seven, until 
April, eighteen hundred and nine, and the non-intercourse which 
followed, as well as during the war with that country, flour was 
at times extremely high, often at five and sometimes at six 
pounds per barrel, which is three times the present cost; yet the 
people here could then much easier pay for their bread than 
they can at the present day ; and all with one accord made use 
of the American flour, when it became classed with the indis- 
ensible articles of import. The cultivation of the Ian4 was 
viewed as a degrading employment by the very men who de- 
pended on agricultural pursuits for a livelihood, and nlio lived 
solely from the produce of their farms. The contagion found its 
way into alt parts ot the province, and the fishermen of Cape 
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Sable felt mortified and degraded to be seen at work in the lield, 
or hoeing theii potatoes. 

Theaudden transitioD from a war of more than twenty years 
to a aoiid and lasting peace, caused great confusion ia mercafi- 
tile affairs ; the letujn of all commercial commodities in a few 
months from war to peace pricea, deranged the csilculations of 
the keenest and most plodding merchants, and was severely 
felt by those engaged in the West India trade which caused a ge- 
neral stagnation of business, although the money was yet plenty. 
Front the termination of the war until September eighteen hun- 
dred aad eighteen, the vessels' of this province, which carried 
cargoes offish to the West Indies, invested the. proceeds in pro* 
duce, and went to the United States, where they purchased 
Hour and other bread stuff, and returned to Halifax. These per- 
haps may be called the halcyon days of Nova-Scotia, when car- 
goes of fish which proceeded from the industry of our fishermen, 
were carried to the West ladies, and brought home, by way of th« 
United States, cargoes of flour. AfVer that period British ves- 
sels from the colonies were no longer allowed to enter the ports 
of the United States, and all the commercial intercourse fell into 
the hands of the Americans. Their stars and stripes soon made 
their appearance at the port of Halifax ; each vessel, when lying 
at the wharves, became aretaiiing store; without paying scot or 
lot of any kind, and sold her cargo by the single barrel or 
otherwise. The wharves were at all times loaded with these 
flour barrels, and their buutin waving triumphantly over ; as if 
to guard it, until the hard dollars of the purchaser were paid 
down as a licence to take it away. Packets or regular traders 
were established to run between Halifax and Boston', who made 
their voyages in two or three weeks, arid often in less time ; these, 
besides the many transient vessels from different parts of the Uni- 
ted States, were constantly employed in bringing flour and 
other American produce, the proceeds of which were mostly 
carried away in hard money. 

During the five years preceding eighteen hundred and twenty 
two, I was myself master of one or other of those regular tra- 
ders; atfirst I sailed in vessels belonging to this province, until 
Sept. eighteen hundred and eighteen, when our vessels were 
no longer admitted to an entry in their ports. I then went in 
vessels belonging to Boston, ostensibly as pilot, but in reality aa 
master. I mention this circumstance to show that I have some 
data to be governed by, and that the extensive shipment of dol- 
lars from hence to Boston to pay for flour is not mere imagina- 
tioD ; during the time before mentioned 1 made between forty- 
fire-or fifly voyages, and carried each time from three to thirty- 
thousand dollars, averaging about six thousand ; when at the 
same time there were several other regular traders, one of 
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'which carried mora mooej thau myself ; indeed every Ve^ 
sel that went to thn States carried more or less hard dollars. 1 
■m confident that t do not overrate the thing when I say the 
merchants of Halifax shipped by me to Boaton, two hundred and 
Seventy thousand doltarsia live years; and judgiiigfrommyowii 
knowledge and observation, there was carried in the same time by 
other vessels, much more than double that sum, amounting alto- 
gether, to about nine hundred thousand dollars ; and this to Bos- 
ton alone, exclusive of those shipped to other parts of that coun<- 
try. These tegulaf traders were continued with spirit for several 
Bncceeding years; at leiigtb when money became scarce thejr 
gradually dwindled away, and the last three years one vessel is 
all the trade will support. 

- In the year eighteen hundred and twenty six the Imperial 
Parliament passed the famous free port bill, which eziebded the 
commerce of the colonies, by- making one or more free ports,- 
and closing foreign commerce to all the other ports of each 
colonial possession ; they likewise made a new tariff, which, 
among other alterations, imposed a duty of fire shillings sterling 
per barrel on all foreign flour imported into the colonies. This 
firee port bill, as it concerned Nova-Scotia, was for several years 
confined to the port of Halifax, and proved very unequal and uno 
Just in its operation ; as all foreign th>ur legally imported must 
come through Halifax, which subjected the people of the out- 

CIs aild country generally not only to pay the five shillings duty; 
t to double freight with the profits, commis^ons, storage, 
wharfage, truckage, &c. on nearly all the bread stnffwecon- 
snmed ; and often the flour, which in Baltimore, Alexandria, 
Richmond, and other sea-ports of the middle States, was pur* 
chased for five and six dollars per barrel, was sold to the con* 
Sumer in the outports of this province for nearly double the first 
cost. This caused a general discontent and murmuring, and 
^ted as a direct bounty on illicit trade ; man; sober rejecting 
men, who would otherwise have scorned to have any thing to do 
with smuggling, on viewing the monopoly granted to Halifax 
at the expense of the country, felt a degree of indignation, and 
determined to get their bread the cheapest way they conld ; 
others, who were less scrupulous, took advantage of this feel- 
ing, and made a merit of importing flour in a clandestine man* 
ner ; when the thing became so popular and general in the ont- 
ports, that almost every man was ready to assist in evading the vigi< 
lanceoftheofiicers of the Customs; and I am told that in some 
parts of the province this business was carried on with the most . 
barefaced immunity ; consequently much of the flour consumed in 
the different ports around the coast of Nova-Scotia paid no duly, 
and the metsure that seemingly was intended to benefit the me- 
iropotis at the e^^ense ofthe out ports, had the effect of cansi&g 



fbyCoOglc 



the good people of Halifax and its vicinity to pay the five Bhil'^ 
lin^B sterling duty per barret on their legally imported floor, 
while the people of the out ports eat much of their bread duty 
free. Whether the parliament of Great Britain intended to grai>t 
a boon to the capital of Nova-Scotia, by causing all the foreign 
bread stuff imported into the province to be entered there, thus 
taxing the people of the whole country to benefit the metropoliB ; 
OF whether, when adopting the general colonial system, itwaa 
merely accidental, is a matter of conjecture ; I am inclined to 
believe the tatter is the fact. 

Nova-Scotia, however, in a commercial point of view, is dif- 
ferently situated from any other British Colony ; She has s 
number of flourishing out-ports, fast increasing in population, 
which carry on a great proportion of the commerce of the coun- 
try ; and bear a great resemblance to Great Britain herself, in- 
deed she may be called Great Britain in minature. Then what' 
would the people of England say, supposing they were depend- 
ant on foreign countries for bread, if their parliament were to 
«onfine all foreign trade to the metropolis, and allow no import- 
ed bread stuff to go to Portsmouth, Plymouth, Bristol, Liverpool, 
Manchester or Krmingham ; and the other great commercial 
and manufacturing sea-ports, and in inland towns and citiee,^ 
without first passing through the warehouse of London. The 
«ash we are necessarily oompelled to pay for bread is not the 
only drain ob out country for money ; we are necessitated to 
make extensive imports of staf^e articles wanted for the fisheries 
and oth«r purposes; but the large amount of fancy goods annu- 
ally importfld into this province is a solemn proof of our pride, 
extravagance and folly, and one of the principal causes of the 
great disparity between our exports and imports, which leaves a 
vacuum, that in time of war is filled up by the expenditure of 
the navy and army ; bills of exchange being ranked as export*. 
But in timeof peace this expenditure becomes quite limited, the 
different restoratives to wealth which are occasioned by war 
having l>een withdrawn. So long as we can pay for the Americas 
flour, or the gaudy ribbons, a continual tide of money is ebbing 
from the country, and notwithstanding the great accumulation 
of wealth in time of war, the continualdemandrequisite topay the 
annual balance standing against our export during a series of 
years, has at length brought us into a state of penury, from 
which to ex trie ate ourselves, requires the collective wisdom, firmr 
nesB and perseverance of the whole province. I sm not ac- 
quainted with any correct method of ascertaining the difference 
between the annual amount of our imports and exports ; but on 
examining the retarostm the journals of the House of Assembly, 
-r-I find that between the first day of October. 1630 a^d the Slst. 
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of December 1831. The amount of dutiable 'goods im^rted in 
the fire quarters was 403,348 

Being in year endiug the 3l8t Jan. 1831 323,199 8 

Goods imported duly free for the fishery 4,588 6 



Then I will suppose the product of the } ~~ q^j, 

different fisheries of Nova-Scotia | . ' . 

Timber boards, deals, acd all other lumber 13,000 

GnMum or piaister paris 50,00 tons at 4s. 10,000 

Grrod Stones, &c. ' 8,000 

Beef, pork, butter and cheese 2,000 

^1,000 

- Ballanoe of imports 236,707 14 

- This perhaps may be wide from the truth, but I think it rather 
o?er than underates the export of our domestic prodnctioss ; Hike- 
wise find, on the journals of the House of Assembly, the custom 
house returns dated the second of March, 1830, signed by the 
collector and comptroller of his majesty's customs, slating that- 
the importationl of bread stuff during the year ending 5th Jan. 
1831, were as follows. From the United States 

71 ,866 bbls.— and 2250 half bbls. flour. 
Canada and 5,564 bbls. 3 half do. do. 

New-Brunswick 

Total 77,430 bbls. 2253 half bbls. flour, 

and during the same period there was duly paid on 

29,209 bbls. wheat Sour. Duty 8012 9 6 

14,461 bbls. rye flour. 1989 15 3 

4,051 bbls. Indian mea] 555 3 

47,72! 10,357 5 

The probable cost of this flour when landed in Nova-Scotia : . 
y9,209 bbls. wheat flour al 30s. 43,813 

14,461 bbls. rye flour at 25s. 18,026 

4,051 bbls. corn meal at 15s. 3,038 

47,721 . ;£64,877 

15,000 bbls, illegally imported 22,500 

5,000 do. rye, 6,250 

2,000 bags Indian and rye, corn and meal 350 

and if 1 add beef, pork, boots, shoes and leather 

which this province ought to produce. .£93,977 

6023 

100,000 
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Thus it appears we pay to other countries the eDormoua sum of one 
hundred thousand pounds annuall; for bread stuff, beef, shoes, 
boots,teather,&.c. all of which, under wise and prudent manage- 
ment, could be produced in our own country by our own industry. 

Having arriTed up to the present period of gloom and dismay, 
a deplorablescene presents itself, which every thinking mind who 
retains a wish to serve himself, his posterity or his country, 
ought seriously to reflect on ; then, afier mature deliberation, let 
us by a slight retrospect of the past endeavour to benent the fu- 
ture, and by guarding against those errors and illusions which 
had insensibly led the inhabitants of this promising yonng coun- 
try into a mailcareer of extravagance and folly, heedlessly negr 
lecting the brst and most important duties which self preserve* 
tioD imposes on a fiee people. In twenty years of peace we 
have paid mostly to the middle and slave holding states' of Ame- 
rica, nearly twomilfions of pounds sterling, for bread apd other 
articles which ought to have been pruduced here by our own 
industry ; meanwhile this government exact from us on every 
article the production of this province (gypaum or plaiater of 
parts excepted), duties which amount to a prohibition ; not even 
the potatoe is exempted ; nothing will serve them but our hard 
dollars, until they have them all, and completely drain the cogn* 
try of money. Then let us maJce this solemn enquiiy, will 
the lands of Nova Scotia, with iudicious management and 
persevering industry, produce a sufficiency of bread corn to sus- 
tain the population ; t answer in the affinfative, we have the 
most demonstrative and convincing proof of the capability of 
our Boil to grow bread corn in abundance. 

On the southwest and southeast sections of the province th^ 
land is better adapted to the growth of barley, oats,rye, and the 
coarser kind of grain ; the north and norib east sections, are 
more congenial to the growth of wheat. From the expulsion of 
the unfortunate Acadians to the present day, the farmers in 
many places raise wheat sufficient for themselves, and could 
produce any quantity were they sHre of a market that woujd pij 
them equivalent to their labour. It appears, byjhe statistical re- 
turn of the province ofNova-Scotia, not including Cape Breton, 
fbrtheyear ending SIstDec. 1827, the wheat raised tha^ year 
in the different counties amounted to one hundred and fifiy- 
\wo thousand eight hundred and sixty three bushels, and the 
other grain to four hundred and forty nine thousand six hundred 
and twenty-six bushels ; allowing this return may a little over- 
rate the real produce of the country, though I can see no cause 
to doubt its correctness, we have the most positive proof that the 
soil of Nova Scotia will grow bread corn in abundance and per- 
fection, and it is a libel on the country to assert to the contrary. 
In this tpwnship of Barringion, where the male population are 



mostly fialieTinen, and until latterly have giTcn but little atten- 
tion to agricultural pursuits, wheat has generally been found ta 
do well ; at Clyde river, in the time of the embargo, non iater^ 
course and war with the United States, when flour was very 
high, thepeople raised very good wheat; three years ago several; 
persons here joined and purchased two: or three shaker bosea, 
containing a variety of seeds, among whieh were eome wheat, 
which was found by those who tried it to grow exceedingly well ;■ 
and having been continued by small spots sowed by diSerenf 
persons, it is found to have grown well, and much improved front 
the first seed ; indeed the old lands here are wei) adapted for 
grain, and will grow as great a crc^ of barley or oats aa any 
tands whatever. 

In the year eighteen hundred and thirty one, ia my immediata 
neighbourhood, one hundred and seventy-eight bushels of oats 
of a very snpwior quality were raised on two and a half acres of 
land. Although there.are many here who raise a small quantity of 
oats and barley, but not having any mills or kilns. to convert 
it into meal, it is only used as food for cattle, hogs and horses. 
Formerly moHof the bread consumed here was of the coarser 
kind, and was supposed to be cheaper and more whtdesome than 
that made from superfine ilour; from the scarcity of gristmills, as. 
ia always tde casein a new thinly inhabited country, many of the 
people must necessarily be settled a long distance from mill, it 
was found here that the time and expense required iu getting 
indian and rye corn made into meal, caused it to come higher to. 
the consumer than superfine flour ; consequently the present 
generation, baring from their infancy known hardly any other 
bread, but that made from the best superfine flour, such as the 
elaveholding wheat growers of Virginia seldom afford them- 
selves, and it is but rarely seen on their tables, yet such is the 
force of habit contracted by peculiar circumstances, that the 
poorest fisherman on the shores of Nova-Scotia consunnes none, 
but the best superfine 9our of t\ie United States ; what I hav^ 
stated respecting the district ofShelburne, will fairly apply to 
any other part of the south coast of the province. I have taken, 
some pains to inform myself on the capability of this coiXntry to 
grow its own bread com, and made frequent inquiries of the 
several members of the House of Assembly who reside in the 
different sections of the province ; on that subject all agree that 
the country is fully capable, under judicious regulations, to grow 
bread corn sufficient to support a dense population ; I have like-, 
wise visited several places both in the north and south of Eu-. 
rope, some of which lay many hundred miles north of us, and 
in more frigid dimes; and I knowofnopart of those countries 
which do not produce bread com, and generally in great abun- 
daD,ce. It is true, the coarser kind of bread in Norway, Pen-, 
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muk, Sweden, andRuseia, coDsum«d by the (loops a^d pea- 
santry, is made mostly of-rye, and rather black, atid likewise 
that which sailors call "theanchor stock bread of Holland." 
Yet these countries produce good wheat, which makes the finest 
of bread. 

But it is useless to compare countries or climates. Is there 
a spot on earth which lies witbin the temperate zone, supposing 
it not to exceed one tenth the size of Nova Scotia, that is fitting 
for the habitation of man, where he performs bis part, that na- 
ture has not rewarded him with a sufiicient supply of bread coril 
for his sustenance. 'Fhen.isnatiireunkiad to us and us alone'! 
No ; with the most conviDcing and demonstrable proofs before 
tis — DOt conscious what we were doitg — we have trifled with 
its bounties, cheated ourselves, defamed our country, and brought 
it to the ?erge of ruin, which seems to proceed rather from in- 
considerate blindness, than inferiority of intellect. 

Writers on political economy agree that the true, power of any 
State consists in a population, proportionate to the means the 
country enjoys, when directed by a wise gOTernment, so as to 
insure to its inhabilants the necessary subsistence as well ae 
other desirable property, and that it is to agriculture we are in- 
debted for all kind ofgrain, either for the Bubsistence of man or 
beast. Then, with the most satisfactory evidence of the ability 
of oar soil to afiord bread corn sufficient for our own consump^ 
tion, and relieve ourselves from a state of depeudance, why is 
this important object not attempted? I answer, although our 
country is in every point of view fully capable of producing 
wheat aad other bread corn in the greatest abundance and per* 
fection, yet there are many untoward circumstances which ope- 
rate against applying our industry to that profession ; and 
which nothing can remedy, Avithout the intervention of the le- 
gislature of the province; from fatal experience of the past, 
which has taught us a most instructive admonitory lesson. , 

With the example from our mother country, and the many 
tonourring circumstances comparatively analagous to other 
countries, from the most ancient times down to the present day, 
likewise the melancholy stale of our present affairs, all unite to 
convince uaof this solemn fact, that Nova-Scotia never can nor 
will prosper, and keep pace with the other British' provinces 
in north America, while we thus continue dependant on fo- 
reign countries for the bread we consilme ; and I may add, while 
the agricultural interest remains entirely uiiprotected by the le-- 
gisloture of the province, ^hen let us first inquire what are the 
untoward circumstances, or those causes which operate so pow 
erfiilly on the farming class as to prevent them from raifinc the 
ataffoflife. 

Firat, — The proximity of ibis province to Uie United StateS) 
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a papulous, rich and flourishing couutrj, frhicb ab6uads with 
productions, more especiallj' that of bread corn where part of 
the population are black stares, conseqaently can grow bread 
corn much cheaper than we can ,- but as a Britiab coloay iH 
point of goTernment we are perhaps forever severed from them, 
yet it must be acknoviiedged we have heretofore been to that 
country a good cash customer; and have given every facility to 
the introduction of the^r flour and other bread stufi", while they 
have not met us on those principles of reciprocity which we had 
a riglit to expect. 

Secondly, — The flour of the United States is said to exceed 
any other in the known world, and being put up in the moat 
superior and portable, manner, always gives it a preference ; 
while we hare .no wholesome judiciooa legislative enactments to 
regulate the hulling, grinding, bolting, barreling, quality, weight, 
&,c. of our flour ; consequently It is not known as a merchanta- 
ble article, and not seen beyond the precincts of the farm where 
it is grown. This want of method in putting up the flour made 
in the north eastern sections of this country has hitherto pre- 
vented its being carried abroad, nor do the inhabitants of the 
south shore know or see anything more of the flour of Annapo- 
lis, Kinga, Hants, Colchester and Pictou, than they do of the 
flour made in China. 

Thirdly, — The want of that protection to the wheat growers of 
the northern section of Nova-Scotia which would ensure them a 
steady market for their grain, caused them in time of war, when 
beef was much in demand, and commanded a high pric«, to turn 
their whole attention to grazing. But on the return of a solid 
peace, when the navy and part of the arm.y lefl Halifax ; beef 
became low, and grazing a^d fatting cattle an unprofitable busi- 
ness, and with the formidable competition occasioned by the 
flour of the United States, but very few farmers thought ofrais- 
iugwheat for sale. 

Fourthly, — The freight or carriage of bread corn from the 
north eastern sections of the province to the different ports along 
the south shore, would, under present circumstances, cost nearly 
as much as that ftom Virginia, and for want of some judicious 
and well regulated system to encourage the people who inhabit 
the southern shores to consume the wheat of the north, the nor- 
thern farmers are deprived of a market; and the benefits that 
would arise from their industry are now transferred to the Slave- 
holders of the United States. But it is said^our wheat in this 
eountryoflen fails, granted it is so, does it not fail in Eoglaad 
and in the United States ? and does it not in all countries, some- 
times in one county or state produce heavy crops, while in others 
it entirely fails, and do not other crops of all descriptions fail t 
then what is there which is not of a permanent nature that does 
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not fail, does not our fisheries occasional!; fail, Merch&uts and 
Bankers and all kind of speculatots failj then aie we to remain 
forBf er dependant on other countries, whose crop. is equally lia- 
bje to be cut off by the vicissitudes of the seaBons t 

Fifthly, — Gypaum or plaiater of paria being the only ^iroduc- 
tioD of this province worthy of notice which is admitted into the 
United States duty free, and an article of comparatively little 
value, that will seldom pay more than the labour and expense of 
transportation ; while for want of an adequate encouragement to 
the growth of bread corn, little else is raised ibr sale by the 
agriculturalist but be«r, pork, butter, cheeae, hay, potatoea, ap- 
ples, cider, &-c. for these there is no other market but Halifax ; 
which, being oilen overstocked, it trequsntly haf^iena to cargoes 
of country produce shipped from Annapolis, King's or Hants 
counties to Halifax, that when arrived there they will not aell for 
enough to pay the freight; markele so dangerous often prove ruin- 
ous, and are at all times discouraging to the farmer ; when, from 
the same cause, the absence of that legblative protection which 
ought at all times to ensure to th& Wheat grower a due market 
for his graia, he is under tba aecessity of carryingor shipping 
it to Halifax; ifaller it is made inlotlour, and perhi^)s put into 
sacks or bags, when it is liable to be damaged and become stale 
a&er all his expense and trouble, be is compelled .to compet» 
with the superfine flour of Virginia, which obliges the grower 
of Nova-Scotia bread com to sell his domestic flour kr a much 
lower price then he can afford ; under these disheartening cir- 
cumstances, many men who. own farms which, if properly encou- 
faged by a steady and firm market, wavHd find profitable employ 
by giving tbeir whole attention to raising bread corn, have dea- 
{laired of gaining a comfortable livelihood by the cultiTation of 
the soil ; sold their farms, purchasec( vessels, and entered into the 
more precarious business of carrying plaiater of paris from the 
Bason of Minaa to the lines, or perhaps to Boston or New- York, 
by which the trade is so overdone, that commonly wheq in one 
season it hasbome afairprice,somuch is.carried to those mar- 
kets, they become overstocked,, and two or three years m^st 
elapse before it will again bear a price which will pay a 
fair iieight ; witness in the year eighteen hundred and thirty- 
three the transportation of piaister of puis to the States became 
brisk, which caused many to build and purchase vessels with a. 
*iew of entering more extensively into the business, when in 
eighteen hundred and thirty-four the trade is not worth following. 
A master of a vessel recently arrived from carrying a load from 
Windsor to Boston informed me, that his plaiater cost him three 
ahiilings and sold for seven and sixpence, which caused him 
to come homt and give up the business for this season. 

Sixthly, — The facility with which the people of the southern 
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tboreB;of tliis pTOfincfl obtsin the American Buperfine flour, 
causes them to reject the coarser kind of bread stuff, consequent- 
ly there are but jetjkw grist mills, and these are Intended only 
for rye and indian corn ; no such thing as an oat mill is to b« 
found in this part of the province, yet there are many here who, 
decended from Scotch and Irish parents, still retain that 
fondness foroat and barley meal so peculiar to the country from 
whence they originated ; but the prevalent want of mills (o con- 
vert oats and barley into meal having continued many years, 
meanwhile the American superiine, with all its seductive quali- 
ties, being fiubstitated in Jia place, theuse of oat and barley meal 
was almost entirely forgotten. The American flour, however, 
having taken away all the people's money even to the last shilling, 
and now having nothing left, either to purchase superfine, or 
erect oat mills ; we look back on our past folly with- melancholy 
sensations, and regret that we had not provided those mills, and 
in some measure secured our independance while it was yet in 
our power. 

Seventhly, — The necessity of experienced agriculturalists, 
who understand the wants of the soil — the nature and quality 
of manure requisite to invigorate and give it strength to bear a 
wholesome crop, with the many important improvements known 
to the practical wheat growers of Great Britain, and which from 
the almost total neglect of growing grain in this Province, can 
be bnt imperfectly nnderstood by our farmers. Likewise, in a 
new country, where every- man holds the fee simple of the land, 
they cultivate, and commonly own, much more than they can im- 
prove with advantage ; those farmers and their sons are apt to 
shrink back and condemn «ny improvement which requires ad- 
ditional labour ; such as that of gathering and making manure 
in the proper season ; consequently by this neglect, and for want 
of nourishment, the soil beoomes debilitated, and affords only a, 
rickly crop of grain, when it is too oflen attribited to the incapa- 
bility of the lands — severity oftbe climate — shortness of the 
season— or to some unavoidable cause, rather than their neg- 
lect 

Eighthly,— The m3st respectable part of the loyalists who 
came to this Province at the close of the American Revolution, 
. were men that had been always resident in large cities, and be- 
longing to the commercial class, who knew nothing of cultivat- 
ing the land ; and others, who were mostly sons of wealthy farm- 
ers in the most fertile parts oftbe now United States, whose 
lands were cultivated by their black slaves. Many of these 
young gentlemen entered the British Army in quest of military 
tame, whose lotty aspiring minds were ill-adapted for cultivators 
and improvers of the lands. On landing upon the southern 
shore of this Province,' which was then, in realty, a dreary wii- 
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derneas in a state of natnre, without roads or indic&tiona of cul- 
tivBlioD, and doubtless wore a most forbiddiDg appearance ; not 
understanding the method of proceeding in new countries, ot 
poasesaing the indefatigable persererence requisite to enaura 
success, many of them began to despond, and imbibed a deep- 
rooted prejudice againatlhe fertility of Nova Scotia. Thus con- 
demning the soil they had never condescended to culti- 
vate, aa barren and ungrateful, and quite incapable of yielding 
to the husbandman a fair remuneration for his labour. And as 
these loyalists lefl the country they circulated these erroneous 
opinions, which were very generally believed both here and 
elaewhere, and have been one of the causes which helped to dis- 
courage the growth of bread corn in this Province. 

It has also been supposed that mercantile policy has hereto- 
fore bad a tendency to dissuade the people of the south from im- 
proving and cultivating their lands ; but this I think to be an 
unfounded accusation. It is, undoubtedly, the interest of the 
mercantile body to encourage our fisheries, as the grand staple 
ofourcommerce, and they ought to be commended for their laud- 
able zeal in promoting that branch of industry, which serves moat 
to improve the revenue. Neither do I believe there has ever beeH 
in this Province any combination of mercantile policy to discou- 
rage the fishermen from cultivating the landa. Indeed there b no 
occasion for any jealousy of that kind. We have plenty of men 
to answer both purposes. The object is to find profitable employ 
for the whole male population, which must be doue by encou- 
raging both Agriculture and the Fishsries in such a raaunet 
thattbey may be of mutual advantage lo each other. There may 
be, perhaps, other causes which operate against growing our 
own bread corn, and I think it requires no explanation to ihow 
or argument to prove, that the greatest obstacles we have lo sur- 
mount are our proximity (o the United States, and to secure to 
the agriculturalist of Nova Scotia, a sure and steady market for 
his grain. Were we situated two or three thousand miles from 
the United States, or any other bread country, we would then 
find the soil of Nova Scotia capable of affording Bread Corn suf- 
ficient to sustain a lai^e population, and our object would be 
accomplished without any other exertion ; but these are impos- 
sibilities, and we must be far removed from the United States, 
by a barrier of wise and prudent laws, to take place and be en- 
forced at such times and periods as the future circumstances of 
the country may require, or as the wisdom of posterity may dic- 
tate. Then, which are the most effectual and feasible me- 
thods we possibly can adopt to bring about such a reformatioB 
in rural affaira, as will cause the sons of Nova Scotia to grow their 
own Bread Corn, and thus become independent of other coun- 
tries ? Tbis subject requires wiser heads and abler pens than 
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ffliae. But, ID the atoence of&ll other projects to relieve the 
country, with the utmost diffidence, I will take the libert; to sd- 
vauce a theory, which, perhaps, others ma; improve upon, and 
bring it to that perrectioa which may eventually relieve us from 
our present state of humiliation and disgrace. 

On taking a view of the map ofNoya Scotia, it will be seen, 
that to draw a line from the northern extremity of Yarmouth, to 
the north-eastern extremity of Sydney, it will divide the Pro- 
vince into nearly ti^o equal parts, both as to territory and popu- 
lation, und may be called the northern and southern aectioas of 
the Province. I find by the census of Eighteen Hundred and 
Twenty-seven, the Counties of the nftrth exceed those of the 
south, thirteen hundred and sisty ; but for the aakeof brevity I 
will call them equal ; and as t.be population ofthe whole Province 
is how about one hundred and seventy thousand, consequently, 
we have on the south ahore of Nova Scotia eighty-five thou- 
sand people, who get at least nine-tenths of their bread from the 
United States ; most of which is paid for in bard caah, besides 
thatpurchased with Plaister Paris and carried to the northern 
sections of the country; and also, a large amount of flour pur- 
chased in New Brunswick with country produce. 

I wbuld advise, in the first instance, eay in the session of 
Eighteen Hundred and Thirty-five, that a large sum be granted 
for the erection of efficient mills — with all the apparatus for hull- 
ing, fanning, grinding, kiln drying, ^c. oat, barley, ^d buck- 
wheat, with the other coarse kind of bread corn, and as it is well 
known the people have bo money, and can only pay their pro- 
portions in labour ; and that the real intention of the expendi- 
ture is to cause them to adopt oat-meal and other kinds of bread 
■tuff which they can grow themselves, in lieu of the American 
superfine flour ; the paltry sum of twenty pounds cash will go bat 
a very little way towards building a mOl that will answer all the 
purposes required ; and paltry mills, which only make interior 
meal, would serve to create a general disgust against the sys- 
tem, and defeat the intended object, while the more efficient 
nulls that would manufacture the oats, barley, buck-wheat and 
rye, into meal of a superior quality would tend to create a spirit 
ofemulation among the people, to raise their own bread corn, 
— when they would soon learn to eat the4>read of independence. 
But tocarry this laudable pur))ose into full effect — will require 
a large sum of money, more, perhaps, than common prudence 
would admit of granting as a free gift. I will then suggest the 
propriety of loaning for a term of years, some in aid of ere«.ting 
Bucb efficient mills, ua will answer the intended purpoae, i e the 
Province to advance the cash equal to one balfthe cost of each 
mill, and tohave security thereon, payable at some future pe- 
riod ; and as the ost, barley and rye meal, were brought more 
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iDto commotniM, the mills will increase in value, and at all times 
sell for much more thaa the first cost. The people not possess- 
ing any money would then subscribe and do their part In labor, 
when, by receiving payment in toll uniH they had received the 
amouotof theirsubscciption, it would be a great convenience 
as well as general beneSt to the country. I am confident, were a 
mill of thia desciiption erected here, it would in two years do 
away with more than one half the present consumption of Ame- 
rican superiine Hour, and, as before stated, I consider tbis part 
of the coast afairsampleofthe whole of tbe Nova Scotia South 
ebore. Therefore, if we could afford lo erect a sufficient num- 
ber of those mills, it would save to the industry of the people on 
the southern section ofthe provinc« alone, about forty thousand 
pounds currency annually, which would remain and form part of 
circulating medium. 

In the Session of eighteen hundred and thirty three, I had it 
in contemplation to try to obtainjSn act of the legislature, to re- 
gulate by law, the patting up and manufacturing the flour made 
on Ibe northern sections of this country, to be put in barrels, made 
here of a different size from the American flour barrel, but 
equally portable ; to pass a rigid inspection and he branded ac- 
cording to quality, when it would become a merchantable artt* 
cle ; then, after a strict compliance with all the rules and regula- 
tions, such flour, so branded and sold at tbe town of Haliiax, 
should be entitled lo a blank aum per barrel bounty ; hoping 
the bounty on tbe flour of this province,, and the duty of five 
shillinga sterling per barrel imposed by the Imperial Farllametrt 
on foreign flour, would be a sufficient protection to tbe domestic 
flour. But, on conversing with gentlemen interested in mills, they 
informed me that much of the flour, made from domestic wheat, 
would uot keep well, and was apt to get stale when put into bar- 
rels ; I am told by others that it is not' attributed to any defect 
in tbe wheat, but by neglect in manufacturing the article ; and 
taking into view the importJmce of adoping a general and effici- 
ent syatem for tbe protection of our long neglected agricultural 
interest, when to patch it up by piece meals, would perhaps prove 
injurious to the cause without helping to remedy the evil, con- 
quenily I relinguished the design until a more favourable jnttc- 

The next weighty considerations are ' these, what measure 
shall we embrace, or what principle shall we act on, to secure 
to the farmers in tbe northern section of tbe country a steady 
and safe market for their wheat ; likewise to ensure to the peo 
pie ofthe south, a lair supply without paying extortionale prices 
— or indeed paying any higher for our euperflne flour, then we 
heretofore paid to the United States ? with tbe most mature deli- 
beration, cautiously weighing in my mind tbe diSerent isterests 
it will affect, and the many obstacles we have to encounter ; I 
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haveeome to this coDclusion, that individual cRbrt can be but 
of Hide avail, nor ever can obtain the desired object (even if 
taken collectively) without the cordial assistance and roluuta- 
r; guardianship of the legislature, to whom the country must 
look up, both for those wholesome judicious enactments, or 
other wise code of protecting bread laws, and liberal pecuDiar; 
aid, when we must adopt something like a granary system, by 
forming an establishment in the town of Halifax at the expence 
and under the protection of the province ; by erecting granaries 
and mills, with all the apparatus requisite for manufacturing flour 
— which flour must be put into barrels made in Nova-Scotia, pass 
a rigid inspection as before mentioned, and be branded accord- 
ingly. It will likewise require a Store-keeper, millers, labourers, 
and every thing equivalent to manage all the ramificatioDS of 
such an establishment with suceess ; the storekeeper (o he au- 
thorized to purchase domestic wheat, have it manufactured into 
flour, and issued out at stated periods, as may be directed by 
the Legislature : likewise a committee of the Legislature to an- 
nually inspect his accounts, and investigate the whole proceed- 
ing of the establishment for each preceding year, and to make a 
full and explanatory report thereon ; when, if it were found a- 
buses of any descriptioiJ prevail, itwould become the duty ofthe 
Legislature to order a strict and rigid scrutiny into the offence, 
and to bring such offenders to such punishment as the nature 
ofthe crimemay require. 

The next protective enactments required, wilt be something 
similar to the Corn Laws ot England ; not to admit any 
foreign bread stuff until scarcity, short crop, or some other 
unforeseen circumstance, cause domestic bread corn' to rise 
to a limitted price, when a supply of foreign bread sluff 
can always be admitted by order of the Governor and 
Council; such a law would be aided by the present bonding 
system. The day having arrived when our country can furnish 
part of our own bread, we may then be guided by circumstances ; 
nut I think if a wise policy is pursued, the foreign bread stuff 
imported here, should be purchased with the productions of No- 
va-Scotia and the British West Indies. Taking into view oni 
relation with the Canadas, that much of our West India prodoce 
is carried thither for a market, and the hard terms on which the 
United States deal with ua, I think it best policy for Nova- 
Scolia to cultivate a commercial friendship with the Canadians. 

We will suppose a liberal grant in aid of mills made in the 
session of eighteen hundred and thirty-five ; and likewise the 
flour inspection and granary system, to go into operation at (he . 
same time ; much cannot be expected the first year, but if the 
system recommended were fnlly acted on, in eighteen hundred 
and (wenty-eight, the then living patriots of Nova-Scotia, roaj 
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expect to have the happiness of seeing »onie demonstrations of 
the emancipation of ourcountTy, and in a few years it would 
cause the growing of bread corn to be the princip^ employment 
of the yeomanry of tlie province, and so develope our resources, 
and establish the capability of our lands to grow bread, when the 
granary system may be gradually withdrawn, and the corn trade 
between the northern and southern sections be carried on by 
individuals in its natural chaunel. The happy announcement 
oflbatda; haTing arrived, when we are amply supplied from 
our own soil, and no longer dependant on foreign countries 
for the staff of life ; the specie heretofore paid for bread will then 
be retained, and become a circulating medium — irhen the Pro- 
vince will again become Surcharged with money, and enjoy its 
wonted prosperity. By the lesson taught us io e^lHeeii hun- 
dred and thirty four, our descendants may be warned of the dan- 
ger of leaving the growth of their own bread unprotected from 
foreign competition, and can pass from time to time such pro- 
tecting bread laws, as the wisdom of future ages may dictate. 

I would likewise recommend that liberal encouragement be 
oSered to the middling class of farmers firom Great Britain to 
settle in this Province ; wliose experience in agricultural pur- 
suits, and practical acquaintance with all the different branches 
belonging to the growing of bread corn — likewise their, perse- 
verence and knowledge of manure, change of crops, and thege- 
neral practical information these men possess, would, when put 
into practice, fairW try the test, aa to the capability of our lands 
to af^d wheat, which I trust will be established in tbe affirma- 
tive, and forever silence tbe opposition of croakers. 

The Agricultural Societies, formed in eighteen hundred and 
eighteen, by the efforts of John Young, Esq. Secretary to the 
Provincial Agricultural Society, would be of great advantage in 
facilitating the growth of bread corn and all other agricultural 
pursuits, in this country, and 1 view the re-establishment of them 
and others, as part and parcel of my theory. 

These, Sir, are the projects which I take the liberty to offer 
tothepuUic, for the purpose of relieving this our nAive country 
from its present state of penury and dependence. But however 
feasable it may appear to us, or beneficial the result if acted on 
and put into operation, we shall find many objections made by 
croakers and oppositionists, some of which I think I can ctear- 
. ly foresee. These questions will naturally occur — where is the 
money to come from ? what is to defray the expenditure of this 
undertaking T Why give to Halifax the preference of holding 
the granary of the Province, and of manufacturing flour for the 
consumers on the southern section of the country! Why grant 
to thp metrc^lis another monopoly after that conferred on it by 
the free port bill ? Why establish the Agricultural Societies, 
which have so long Iain dormant 1 



fbyCoOglc 



20 

To the first I answer, that according to the present state of 
our commerce our revenue must be limited, and the treasurj 
cannot afford any very large expenditure, without borrowing, 
which we are told can be done at 3 per cent. Then taking into 
view the unhappy consequences resulting from a heretofore to- 
tal neglect of our agricultural interest; the jnagnitude of the 
proposed undertaking, with the numerous circumstances which 
seem to dictate and persuade us that now is the proper juncture 
fbr*carrying this important business tnlo operation ; and trusting 
in Heaven for the success of the enterprise — for this, and this 
only, without any vidation of principle, we may be justified in 
borrowing a large amount ofmoRey, on thecfeditof succeeding 
generations ; when, by affording due protection to the growing 
of bread com in this province, we secure to the people one hun- 
dred thousand pounds annually, which was heretofore paid to 
the United States — which will naturally have a tendancy to in- 
crease the value of all kinds of property, and place our poatetity 
in an attitude to pay the debt without any ineonvenience. 

In answer to the metropt^is l>eing made the depot for grana- 
- ries, &c. the intention of the project being to encourage the peo- 
ple of the south to consume the wheat grown by the IknneTS of 
the north, and thereby create a steady and safe market ; as be- 
fore stated, the population of the Prorince being nearly equally 
divided, one half on the northern the other half on the eouthem 
section of the country ; besides the facilities conferred on such 
an establishment, by being placed among commercial men, and 
In the centre of business. These indisputable facts may be of^ 
fered in favour of the town of Halifax. Any person of th« least 
penetration, who will take a view of the map of this Province, 
may see that its local situation makes it the natural depot, fi>r 
the trade between the north and south sections of the country. 
Halifax, the metropolis of Nova-Scotia, is situated in the very 
centre of the Province. The roads which lead trom it expand 
in every direction, and extend to the remotest village. Being 
the raartof ^mmerce, the vessels and small craft of ev«ry des- 
cription, from every harbour, bay and creek, along the shores of 
the Province, are centinually sailing to and from, bringing ia 
their products and carrying away their supplies ; . and while we 
contemplate or its many peculiar advantages, in aid of the pro- 
posed scheme, it seems to convince us that the idt wise Creator 
nf the universe, in his infinite wisdom, had ordained the har- 
bour of Halifax to be destined for the grand thoroughfare of io- 
terconrse between the peo[rfe of the northern and southern sec- 
tions of the country. 

The distance from the capital to the fiirther extremities of 
the Province, is not, perhaps, halfso far, as much of the wheat 
of the middle States is brought in waggons, before it can bo 
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sbipped, and being a psninsala, vitb a Gree ufe atTigation all 
around the tea-coast, much of the wheat brought to market, c»- 
peciall; that from Anoapolis and Pictou, wooid come by wttsi 
oariiage ; indeed to carry this theory into Bucceaafal operation, 
tbervmustbealbcuaBOmewhere, and happily for us, noDepoaseu 
equal adrantages, can be more desirable, and give more 
general satiaiaction to those who are not too much warped by 
fecal prejudices, than our metropolis. 

The Roads of this, province are now in a forward state ; rery 
Jew new countries possess better ; bad our revenues held out 
«o that the same annual amount paid to that service these laat 
■even years, could be applied for the aeven succeeding yeari, 
both our great roads thongbout the country, and the cross road* 
in the different townships, would be so far completed, that the 
statute labour ought to keep them in repair ; when greater aU 
teution could be directed (and more monies applied) to the 
loads of the interior and new settlementa ; however, 1 am not 
iMte of those who think, that lexpending the whole of the pablle 
money on the road service, is the best possible purpose to which 
it can be applied. It is said that nearly five hundred thousand 
poanda have been expended on the road service within thirty 
eight years ; supposing part O^bis money, say sixty or one han- 
dred diouaand, had been twenty years ago, judiciously applied 
to encourage the gra^h of bread Oom, would it not in all proba- 
bility have answered a nobler purpose t Give the free yeomanrj 
eash for their wfceat, and they will both raise it, and find a way 
to bring il to market ; where there ia no road, but only a toot path, 
they will take in bags a few bushels at a time, Eling them over 
the backs of their horses, and cheertully trot offto the mill, the 
eounby store on the great post road, or to the nearest town or 
village ; where they can dispose of their grain, and purchasa 
with the proceeds, their sugar, molasses, cofiee, or any other little 
Becesaariee. Indeed, wheat, always commanding cash, willi^ 
■df become part of a circulating medium. I know of no coun- 
try on earth, in its natural state, which has less obstruction to 
contend with ; there are only a few gentle risings of hills and 
valleys ; what we call mountains are mere morehiUs, and oar 
great roads are sufficiently level to admit of carrying prodnce to 
market with the greatest lacility, e^ecially an article so easily 
made portable ai that of bread corn. Contrast Nova-Scotia with 
the mouDtaiuB in the West India Islands, particularly Jamuca ; 
there we see a number of yoke of oxen, tackled to a sled with 
runners, the earns as we have to draw on snow, heavy laden with 
augar or rum, attended by a gang of negroes, at one time rising 
up steep hills, or the sides of mountains, requiring all the power 
and strength of the oxen and slaves, then ^unging into valleyi 
and fovnil^ftDS in the clay mud, where they muet unload, orre- 
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tieve the vebkle bj digging it clear ; yet by dint of penereraticc 
they get their produce to the sea shore ; aad in most mountain* 
OU3 countries, particulariy in Spain, all the produce is brought 
out of the country on the backs of beasts, such as jackasses, 
iDuIsa and horses. But it must be acknowledged that the farm- 
ing claaa, both as it regards rural and political economy, are far 
behind our neighbors in the New England States ; although. a 
very large proportion of our people descended from them, and 
are evidently tbesame class efmen, yet there appears to be some- 
thing wanting. Although the farming class have given much 
attention to grazing and fatting cattle, we see but little beef for 
exportation. The peculiar kind of heavy strong fisherman's 
boots, made in Massachusetts, are always much preferred by 
oar fishermen ; and although we have a great number of men 
employed in the fishery who cannot well do without them, and 
will have them if possible, yet, though we make good leather, 
we never see a pair made in this Province to equal or imitate 
them. Consequently that article, amounting to many hundred 
pounds annually, our fishermen are necessitated to obtain — ei- 
ther legally imported or otherwise. 

The province likewise produces the very richest and most 
nutritive kind of patatoes in gcpat abundance, as well aa other 
food requisite for fatting pont, yet we seldom see a fat hog 
brought to market, and aJthgAgh the duty, freight, commission, 
profits, &G. on American clear pork, amounts to five and six 
dollars per barrel, it comes cheaper to the fishermen here, tfaan 
the pork of this province ; indeed our Labrador .^ghermen have 
to pay higher here for the thin pork of this cound), which to 
them is almost entirely useless, than the American fisheimeb 

Say in Boston for their clear share ;' rural economy haa per- 
aps one meaning and political economy another ; the way I de- 
fine them in the business of makingpork, is that rural econo- 
my is that close attention and frugal husbandry, so requisite in 
raising the proper food in the proper season, and attending 
generally to the comforts of the swine while fattening. Politi- 
cal economy, are those wholesome Legislative enactments, or in- 
spection laws, so essentialyto establish the value of pork or any 
other commodity, which are intended for a merchantable article, 
either for home consumption or exportation ; both these essen- 
tials are much wanting here, and call it energy, enterprize, in- 
dustry, perseverance or what you may, there is evidently some- 
thing wanting, which I ascribe to nearly the same causes, want 
of frugality and industry in time of war, want of money which 
palsies all our energy in time of peace, and likewise want of 
those wholesome Legislative enactments, to guard against h- 
Toign competition at all times. 

Our fisheries have always been, and will probably long conti- 
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Mue, a great nurce of wealth to this country ; but those who 
hare made it their principal vocation, hare bad many obatacles 
to contend with, and without the aid of what they get from the 
luid, but few men cau support their families ; forty years ago, 
cod-lisbing was the calling by which nearly every man along 
this coast expected to gain his livelihood, they then vied with 
each other in exertions ; he that could catch the greatest share 
of fish, was viewed as a man of superior merit ; and to be mas- 
ter of a fishing schooner, was thought to be a berth ofimportance ; 
agricultural pursuits were hardly known and but little attended 
to, eiccept keeping a few cattle ; lands were considered as of no 
TiUue, and a smart fisherman felt himself degraded to be seen 
hoeing his potatoes ; but the manners and customs of the peo- 
ple have been gradually improving since that period, the voca- 
tion which was then the principal dependance is now by many 
altogether abandoned, and by those who yet follow it, being 
considered only a secondary business, the spirit which actuated 
the fishe^men^ of former days is now entirely extinct, and 
that old fashioned perseverance naarly forgotten ; no man will 
Beglect his little farm, which is now his principal dependance, to 
go fishing, until his crop is iit the ground ; and io the month of 
April and May no wages that our fishery can afibrd will induce 
ft man to go nshing, except occasionally of a fine day in a small 
boat. Meanwhile the Americana line the coast from Cape Sable 
to Canso, with their vessels, at anchor, and have latterly hired 
M many youngmen houi the shore as they can obtain, paid 
them high wages, and make their voyages, before our vessels get 
out in the epiiiig. These Americans of the new England States, 
receiving a bounty from their government of four dollars per 
ton on their vessels, and their outfits of every description, salt 
excepted, costing perh^s. twenty-five or thirty per cent leas 
than our fishermen have to pay for the same articles, enables 
Ihem to take every advantage of us in the the cod and m'akarel 
fishery ; even to hiring our own men to take fiish on our own 
coast, when if owners of vessels here hire the same men, at 
the same wages paid them on board of vessels of the States, it 
would prove ruinous. At Newfoundland their local and other 
advantages enaUe them prosecute the cod-fishery with greater 
facility and certainty of success, than we can possibly do in this 
province; consequentiy they can supply our merchants withfish 
—for foreign export, at a much cheaper rate ; in consequence 
ofthe general failure of the Labrador tishery the present season, 
thirteen sail of vessels from this port, returned with less than 
half their usual fares, which will not pay their outfits, and there 
are here about one hundred and thirty men who have not earn- 
ed one shilling during the season, except what they get fi'om 
their little farms ; nor will the vessels earn enough to pay the ' 
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li^ht diMf imposftd on them by an let of th« LegiB^ture in tb« 
IbA Mision. The abolition of Glarery in alt the British domi- 
aiona, although ka act of benevolence and humanity, Iriiich viH 
forever tedouod to the faonor and magnanimity of the British 
nation, yet there hardly can be a doubt that it will eTeataally 
tesaeii the demand for our fish in the Britisit West Indies. 

Likewise the happy efTecta arising from the late establishment 
and esistence of tbe temperate Societies, in snppressing the free 

. Dse of ardent t^irit, and thereby discouraging the importation of 
rum, which I have always viewed aa the poison extracted from 
the sweat which dropped from the biow of the unhappj' negro 
siare. And when ffe contemplate on the happiness conferred 
00 the human race, by rdiering one part of mankind from sla- 
very, wio Were goaded on to hard labour by tha lash of tbe 
whip, and employed making material ibr brntilizing their Al- 
low nien, wo may rejoice that We live in an age of philanthropy, 
4ad cheerfully dispense with a market for a. few cargoes of cod 
Sab. .Bowever, should lay theory or any other which gate s 
bir sBcurity to the agriculturalists of this Province, and cause 
tbem to grow bread for the whole popalation, be adapted aiMl pnt 
into practice, the m<Biey retained here would become a ciiculating 
meditim. Tbe whole couutry tylh north and south would fnirt^ 
cipate in theblessinga arising' from such a measure ; it waalA 
have atendancy to recruit and supply our tnnsury, and become 
k eonrce of much happiness. Yet it ia evident that the people 
of the north will be more benefited by the change than those of 
tbd south, and when that happy day arrives, it is Itcped the in- 
tereals df the fiaheriea will not be forgotten ; but may be aw. fiw 
encoiH'aged and protected by hoimties or otherwise, that we mat 
U least coinpete with the Americans on our own coast, andna 
longer remain under the degrading and humiliating affliction of 
K«uig ourselTes hoodwinked with both our agricultural and fish* 
iog interest, extorted from us, uid monopolized by iht peojile 
of another nation. 

The coals of Nova-Sccrtia and Cipe-Breton I baf« not taken 
til to consideration, as part ofonr natural resonrcea; they being, 
under present circnmstances, rather a foreign monc^toty thanof 
tny real advantage to this Prof ince. Bat I have often felt cha< 
grmed and mortified, to hear gentlemen of superior atrilitie»t 
when conversing on the resources of this country, ssy ibn N^ra 
Scotia abounds with minerals and coals to that extent which 
makea it the most valuable spot on earth, and that nstore had 
destined it shortly to bccomea mining and manufacturing coun- 
try. These donjectures and assertiobs are very easily oiade, 
btit let Us look into the improbabilily of tbeM eve^ being vert- 
fled, &t least within the lapse of two or three centuries ; certain*' 

' ty not ^le we cuatiDua a colony of Qreit-Dritaiii. . Suj^oe^ 
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OoehBirofthe trhote ProTince were a bedofcoali,' udtheotbeF 
half miberBlB md oMs, sky iron, lead, copper, tin, ilatcs, eiher 
and gold, and were in every point of view adapted for a mining 
and tnanufactgring colintry ; who will work thoee nliDes, and 
•Btabtiah those factoriea 1 sorely not the pieseot inhabitants of 
the proTioce and our descendants, for ive have no money, not 
oerer can have any, until we raise our ovn bread com ; but 
tbose mines and factories mnst be eatablished and worked with 
JBritish capital. Then has the British nation so far lost sight of 
their own interest, as to ad?ance capital to create manufactories 
and opeA mines which would rival themselves, and pnt many of 
their own peo^ out of employ, to build up a little colony in 
North America ? I think not ; supposing those gentlemen's hopes 
were realized, and Nova-Scotia were found to contain a solid 
bed of coals and minerals, and mining were found to be so ]uera*< 
five a business, that many mines ofdifiereni descriptions were 
immediately opened, and Worked to advantage, with a ready 
demand for all the products ; yet the people were dependant on 
Other conntrics tor their bread, what would be the fate of tba 
descendants of the present inhabitants T a fate which heaven for- 
bid ; probably in the coarse of twenty-five oi thirty years, those 
of the descendants ofoOr ndw free yeomanry, who had not left 
the country, must all become labourers in the mines, and gain 
their livelihood by toiling day and night covered with dlit and 
fihb, obscured from the light of heaven ; deprived of almost eve- 
ry earthly blessing, they must linger through a miserable exis- 
tence wifhoin a hope of bettering their cotaditiou, tilttil they by 
degrees become so far brutalized and incorporated with their 
COtipaniiMtB in misery, which will consist of other miners, 
brought from the mines in Great Britain, that it wilt be entire- 
ly forgotten fVom whom they descended, or that their ancestors 
were once the free land holderr of the country, li woold then 
in facthecomeacoutitry oflordlings and shtves, or rarher pet- 
ty tyrants and slaves, because the capitalists who onned o* for 
whom those min^s were - worked, would probably reside and 
spend their wealth in Great Britain, France or Italy, while their 
Agents here were acting the tyrant over the nnfortunate des- 
-cendants of the once free Nova-Scotians. Then let nsturn from 
the disgusting picture, and pray heaven to avert so deplorable a 
calamity, as that which miist befall oUr posterity, were this pro-, 
vince ever to beceme a mining and manufacturing country. Let 
OHr descendants have the privilege of cnltivatiDg and decorating 
the rarface of onr mother earth, and enjoy ils-ptoductions, during 
the lapse of two or tbtee handreds of years ; it will then he lime 
cnongb to bury tfaemedves in its bowels in search of wealth. 

The vtM deflned pr'mei^e, that agriculture is the basis of all 
^blic prooperily, n (oefteil hnownto admit of a doubt— th^ 
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moU profound writers on political economy, I&jr it down u & 
(oimd and well established muim, that on this noble ait we de- 
pend, for almost every thing which makes life agreeable. The 
raising of bread corn is likewise acknowledged to be the first . 
and most important branch of agricultural pursuits ; and M 
every .country possessing a well regulated constitution, it be- 
comes imperative on the government, to adopt such wholesome 
regulations, as will secure thegrowth of a sufficiency to feed 
the population. But^nthis province, possessing all the natural 
advantages requisite for raising .corn in abundance,- these 
wholesome bread protecting regulations have not been attend* 
ed to ; on the evil consequences resulting from this fatU neg- 
lect, the present deplorable state of Nova-Scotia speaks vo- 
luOaes, which plainly tells us, and makes it doubly conspicuons, 
that while benign providence had bestowed on us a healthy 
climate, and a country abounding with fertile soil, inhabited 
by a robust population of hardy yeomanry, possessing all the 
nerve and intellect requisite to cause it to yield bread corn 
in great profusion, as well as most of the otlier necessariesof 
life ; we shamefully neglected those bounties of nature, and 
purchased of strangers, bread stuff amounting to nearly one 
hundred thousand pounds annually, nntil we have parted with 
our last shilling. 

■ We have now arrived at a crisis, when one of two things 
must be done ; we must adopt some efficient method to en- 
courage the agriculturalists to turn their attention to the raising 
of bread corn, and thus find employment and suf^iert for the 
rapidly increasing population, or jifaey must abandon the cohi^ 
try ; where are we to get one Hfindred Thousand Ponnda thA 
ensuing year, to pay for our bread, and shall we go, on ' ad 
iniinitum, and pay at the rate of a million sterling the next 
ten years ? no we have not, and cannot obtain the money, and 
we have no other alternative, . but to grow the greater 
part of our bread, or leave the country ; therefore I am firmlj 
persuaded that this is the time when we ought to make the 
most Btenuoui efibrts to accomplish one relief 

The laudable efforts of John Young, Esq. in eighteen hun- 
dred and eighteen, under tbe eigniture ofAgricola, and after- 
wards as Secretary of the Provincial Agricultural Society, did 
much towards removing the then existing prejudices against 
rural pursuits ; and it is a great satisfaction to any friend of this 
province to read his letters. Which have since been compiled 
into one volume ; he wrote however at an unseasonable peii()d, 
immediately on the termination of war, while money was yet 
plenty, when every man could purchase his barrel of superfin* 
flour witbont inconvenience ; our Trcasttry was yet over-flow- . 
tag, but insanity bad taken placeintheminds of men, andcool 
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Sober reason haii fled from the countrj ; a few o&lj, could so 
&r demean themBelTes as to think, much less to act, in behalf 
ofio Tulgai a pursuit as that of growing bread corn ; nothing 
voold serve their high minded ideas, but the most splendid gi> 
gantic enterprize, or magnificent undertaking ; agricQltursI pur- 
suits were deemed unworthy of consideration, the growing of 
bread corn received a death blow, from which it has nevor jet 
recovered, croakers, and oppositionists having there glutted 
their vengeance ; it remains, now to be seen what a state of penu- 
ry will- bring forth. We have a few wealthy men yet in this 
province, but it must be acknowledged that the great mass of 
the p^le are in very needy circumstances; any reflecting 
mind, who takes the least notice of passing events, must be con- 
vinced that our poverty is is in a great measure owing to a neg- 
lect, which 'requires the most profound consideration. 

Doctor Morse, in his American Geography, published in 
eighteen hundred and five ; says, it is computed, that three out of 
four of the whole male population of the United States are en- 
gaged in Agricultural pursuits. It appears in Nicholson's Bri- 
tish Encyclopedia, that in the year eighteen hundred and one the , 
population of Great Britain, exclusive of Ireland, were nearly 
eleven milliojia, and the then annual amonnt of wheat grown 
in that country Mclusive of other grain, was computed to the 
amount of twenty millions of pounds sterling; thus we see the 
great numberof men etnployea in, and the weighty importance 
attached to, the providing of bread in the countries from whenoe 
we originated. 

la England, agriculture is viewed as a proud science, which 
^e first nobleman of the kingdom feds honored to improve ; 
and their wise protective Corn Laws, although disputed by in- 
terested oppositionists, have stood the lest of experience, and 
proved to be one of the greatest safe guards of the nation ; there 
we see that agricultural pursuits, especially the growing of 
bread corn, is considered to be of the very first importance, and 
held in the highest estimation. In their Parliament, the most 
eloquent Statennen the world affords, do not think it beneath 
their dignity to take a decided part, and exert their splendid 
talents, in behalf of those protective Bread . Laws, which have 
proved a source of happiness and comfort to that people. Then 
can it be degrading to the Legislature of a little colony, to take 
into consideration that which in our mother country is always act- 
ed on, as a subject of vital importance ; and with their noble and 
pUriotic example before us, shall we shrink back from our duty, 
and pursue only those pusilanimous measures, which have not 
■uflicient feasibility to amuse the agricultural interest with a 
hope. 

There appears to be a very general disposition to find fault 
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with tb« profieeUinga of the legislature ; the uewaptpert «(mti- 
nually teeming with obwrvatioas ; »oiBa find fault with ooe iiie»- 
•ure, Bpihe with another, some are for petitioning the GoveriiOT to 
dLisoUe the House, others for triennial parliament, and othera 
&H they l(Dow not what themaelTes, but all for that invisible 
•omethiQg ; much ir espected, and much more ia said of reliev- 
tng the country from its increasing embarrassments ; many Ut 
r«ady to tell Us, we hav^ done the things w« ought not to do, but 
nope come forward to tell us what we are to do, or to recooi^ 
tnend any general system. It may perhaps be thought very im* 
. proper and indes^orous, for one who Is a member of the I^is* 
latare, to publicly make, during the reeess of the Hduse,' aay 
comments on the business to be traasacted while in Sesaion- 

But convinced u I am, that the future proflperity of our 
common country depeods on aom« e&ctual Legi^ative mcaanre^ 
^o protect the agricultural interest and encourage the powtb of 
our bread ; likewiM haring ogered what I think to be the 
most practicable theory, for the consideration of the public, I 
must beg pardon of whom I may uninteatioually o&nd ; and 
without further hesitation do hereby invite all the good pet^de 
of the different towns and villages of Nova-Scotia, whomaj' 
r«ad this work and think favourably of my project, or of any 
«ther method or methods to encourage and protect the growing 
ofbreadcorn, and thus save our country from impending ruin, 
lo forward their petitions to the Legislature, in the next Stt- 
■ioD, when there cannot be a doubt of Asding a very large ma- 
jority, ready to second the view of the country. The object of 
relieving our ecu nb'y is a most solemn ccmsideration, which we 
ought not to shrink from ; let it no longer be said, that Nova- 
Scotia can only pr()sper while the mother country is involved in 
all the miseries of war, and fattens only while the sailors am} 
soldiers of Great Britain, are fighting the battles of their counts/ 
among scenes of blood and caroaga ; nor neither will the 
money earned in time of war wear well in peace, of which'we 
have ample proof. 

Twenty years ago the people of Nova-Scotia were «oinptri- 
lively rich, as I have befiire stated, every man had cash in hie 
pocket ; it was much easier at that period ta raise one himdre<) 
pounds in money by subeeriptioR ibr any public purpcne, thaa it 
would be now raise aa many pence lor the aame object. Our mo- 
ther country had long been engaged in war, which caused anuD- 
aaUirs) tide of wealth lo flow into this province ; at length a gene- 
ral peace took place, and the avenues of wealth were closed, 
the current of prosperity turned, and continued to ran in 
« cootr vy direction, until the ereatfiil year of eighteen hundred 
and thirty four, when the low ebb of adversity, exposed the 
needy stal9 of our finances, and brought us back to depend on 
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our own resources. The poorer dasa of people in the country, 
firat felt the effect of a growing scarciU' of money ; the country 
retailing stores were next cramped, ana obliged lo deny crediting 
their old customers ; until eighteen hundred and twenty seven, 
many of the country retailers, could vend from one to ihrcb 
thousand pounds worth of groceries and dry goods annually, 
and make their payments punctual, to those importing mer- 
chants who had supplied them ; but subsequently they found 
it impossible to sell for cash, and if ihey lei their goods go on 
credit, it was equally difficult to get their pay ; when this class 
of traders were in a great measure obliged to relinquish (heir 
business, which had a serious effect on the importing merchants 
— who naturally depend on the vendors of their goods for a 
marketu During the last seven years, the only circulating medi- 
um WHS the monies paid from the Treasury to the Road ser- 
vice ; that and all the other monies, which could be earned by 
book or by crook, must be paid away for American flour. 
Much of the province paper applied to the road service, was 
annually sent by the men who laboured on the roads to Passama- 
quaddy to purchase bread, were it was shaved of five per cent, 
and paid back to those who bring plaister paris, and to our 
young men who go fishing in the vessels of Easlport during 
the spring and summer and are returning in the winter. 

The small Traders in the metropolis, assisted by a fictitious 
capital, were enabled to hold out a few years longer, when the 
general scarcity of money caused many to yield to the pressure 
of.the times, others (o givfi up up their businesH, and perhaps 
remove' lo the United States; the five years preceding eigh- 
teenhnndredand thirtj-four, money had nearly vanished from all 
patre of theprovince, except Halifax, where commerce assisted 
by the aid of Bankuig, seemed to flourish ; likewise the erection 
of public works employed many labourers, which helped to bring 
cash into circulation ; country produce as at all times plentiful, 
and often the market overstocked, insomuch that it sold at the 
most disheartening prices for the farmer ; our fishermen often 
sell their fish at Halifax for cash, but very little of their 
money ever comea here. It is all immediately paid away for flour 
and other supplies, no one can pay his debts in cash, how- 
ever small they may be, for it does not exist among us. Any 
stagnation of business in the metropolis is severely felt by the 
fishing class, and those who sail coastwise ; nor never was it 
more con^icuous, or a greater proof how nearly the interest 
of the merchants of Halifiix and those engaged in the fishe- 
ries here are allied (than at the present moment, September, 
. eighteen hundred and thirty four) when, after much mercan- 
tile distress and embarrassment had prevailed, that dreadful 
pestilence the cholera raging in the capital, which seemed to 
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dishearieir e?ery one ; ourTessels could find no employ, andma-- 
ny of them came home, and hauled up as if it were the dead 
of (viator ; every countenance appeared gloomy, and touched- 
wilh aympathy for the suffering people of the metropolis. 

With a solemn conviction that many of those who* may read 
this little work, will a^ree with me in' opinion, that our pecu-- 
niary distress proceeds from our depend ance on' other coun' 
tries for the stafTof life, and that nothing can give lasting and 
permanent relief, but some well regulated system, both to 
grow our bread, and to ensure the agriculturalists a sure and 
safe market for their grain; to' obtain this let erery patriot' 
write a petition, and every friend to his country heaye in his- 
mite, by placing hia name thereon; Then let us turn' fr«m 
the gloomy picture of the present melancholy state of this pro- 
vince ; and suppose we adopt the theory which I have here offer- 
ed for Ihe consideration of the' public, and in a t^w years 
prove to the world, that the inhabitants of Nova-Scotia can, 
with but little exertion, grow bread sufficient for a dense popu- 
tion^ and become completely independant of other countries 
for that indiapensible article ; what would be the happy effects, 
which would arise from such a " consummation so devoutly to be 
wished" by every patriot and friend to the country? It would 
make a profitable employment for more than one third of the 
whole male inhabitants of the province, and retain our increas- 
ing population in' the country, where they may cultivate their 
own native soil, and enjoy the benefits derived from the in- 
dustry of their ancestors ; instead of migrating toforfl'^i climeB 
in quest of a livelihood, and settling in a land of strangers— meUnr- 
choiy forebodings, which always accompany a state of idleness- 
and' indigence: It would cause the inhabitants of Nova-Scotia 
to become a happy and thriving people ; and by the agricul- 
turalists growing a sufHciency of bread, and finding a ready 
cash rairket, they would bo enabled to hire and pay such w«ge5- 
as the business would afford, to those unfortunate' emigrants,. 
who not knowing where to find employment, stay in Haltfex 
during the winter, and then starve, beg and steal; with their 
little ones around them crying for bread, when it a not in the- 
power of the parents to afford relief 

r ask the sons of Nova-Scotia to seriously ponder over the 
mitter here laid before them, and to consider whaL must be the- 
fate of our country, if we longer continue thus neglectful of out 
best interests ; shall this fertile provijice forever remain under 
the stigma of being acold barren sterile soil, incapable of grow- 
ing bread corn, or fairly remunerating the husbandmen for thei r 
labour. It would cause all descriptions of real estate to raise 
more than treble its present value and much enhance the value 
of tonnage both of merchant and fishing vessels. 
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ft would add to tbe respectability ofouT free yeotnaniy, 
whose wilderness lands are now supposed to be of but little 
worth ; which would, by their indnstry, soon be converted into 
fields of wheat or other grain, and become valuable and per* 
manent property ; and induce young men who now live in a 
state of celibacy, fearful of tdiing a partner for life, and on the 
wing of Dugrating to some foreign country in search of lands 
frcHn which they may gain a livelihood, to remain at home, 
marry and settle on tbe uncultivated laada in the neighbourhood 
of their hlhers, clear and till the soil with the most sanguine 
ezpecAtioD, that with a few years industry and good economy, 
they may be enabled to rear up a numerous family, with com- 
fort and respectability. It would give a.general spring to indus- 
try, gladdens the heart of both the young and old, do away with 
those despond in gthoughtB. It would, by retaining the money in 
the country, create a circulating medium ; when we should 
a^aia see something like the good old times,, when every indu^' 
trtous man could have money in hia pocket to pay~1ite^ preacher, 
school master, county and town tax, take a newspaper, purchase 
his tea, sugar, molasses, cofiee, and all other little necessaries, 
live comfortably, and have a few pounds to the good, at the 
termiDatinnofthe year. 

ft would give life and activity to Commerce, which will re- 
plenish and support our Treasury, enabK us to grant liberal 
bounties for the encouragem^Dt of our fisheries ; apply monies 
to the road service, to the support of schools, and to many 
other purposes, which may be required for tbe improvement of 
the country. It will cause a large proportion of the business of 
the province to centu at Halifax, when, by furnishing d<»nestie 
flour, in place of fo^gQ flour, it will do away with the mono- 
poly, granted by the operation of the free port bill; and silence 
that preteit for the nefarious business of smuggling. Then,- 
with the aasistance of divine providence, we ought to make use 
of all the energy, frugality, industry and perseverance, in our 
power, to obtain the grand object, which will decide the fate of 
our country, and confer countless blessings on many generations 
get unborn. It will make an equal division of property among 
our free yeomanry, and give a competency to an industrious and 
virtuous people ; it will likewise make Nova-Scotia the most 
desirable country in North America. AH these and much more 
can be attained, by adopting some well digested system, and by 
adhering strictly to its principles. Then we shall have no more 
occasion to feed on American superfine flour, nor shall they be 
any longer enriched with our hard dollars; but we will take 
for our watch word, the motto of tbe Immortal Hereof Tra- 
falgar, — Enoi^md esfbcts ktkrt hah to do b» dott. 
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